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expresses, and feels, astonishment. Calls up the com-
mittals of Chase on these measures. Yet I think an adroit
intriguer can, if he chooses, escape these committals. I re-
member that, on one occasion when I was with him, Chase
made a fling which he meant should hit Seward on these
matters, and as Seward is, he imagines, a rival for high
position, the ambition of Chase will not permit the oppor-
tunity to pass, when it occurs, of striking his competitor^
There is no man with more fierce aspirations than Chase,
and the bench will be used to promote his personal ends.
Speed and myself called on Seward on Monday, after
the foregoing interview with the President. Seward thinks
Chase, if badly disposed, cannot carry the court, but this
is mere random conjecture. He has, so far as I can ascer-
tain, no facts. In the course of his remarks, Seward, who
was very much disturbed, broke out strongly against Chase,
who had, he said, been a disturber from the beginning and
ought never to have gone into the Cabinet. He had ob-
jected to it, and but from a conviction that he (Seward)
could better serve the country than any other man in the
State Department, he would not have taken office with
Chase for an associate. The Cabinet, with the single excep-
tion of Chase, had been harmonious and united. He spoke
of the early trouble of the blockade, which he said Chase
opposed, and then tried to make difficulty. It is not the
first time when I have detected an infirmity of memory and
of statement on this point. I at once corrected Seward,
and told him I was the man who made the strong stand
against him on the question of blockade, and that Chase
failed to sustain me. I have no doubt that Seward in those
early days imputed my course on that question to Chase's
influence, whereas nothing was farther from the truth.
I had not eyen the assistance I expected and was promised
from Chase. Mr. Blair and Mr. Bates stood by me; Chase
promised to, but did not. This conversation confirms an
impression I have had of Seward, who imputed to others
views derived from his rival antagonist. If I differed from